
 

Faith in God's Timing  

1 Samuel 16:7-14 

 

- Over the next couple of weeks, we are closing out our study on the people mentioned in 

Hebrews 11. The Hall of Faith. None of the people mentioned in this chapter were perfect 

people, but they expressed faith in God.  

- God used their faith to bless others. We can learn a lot from their example.  

- David is one of the most significant people mentioned in the Bible, certainly the Old 

Testament. It is interesting that he seems to only get an honorable mention here in 

Hebrews 11 because there are so many things about his story that we could focus on and 

learn from.  

- He was an instrumental leader in the history of the nation of Israel. He wrote much of 

what we have in the Book of Psalms. His story is expounded over several books of the 



Old Testament. Later on, of course, Jesus would come from the lineage of David and 

prove to be the greatest example of a shepherd and king that we could ever have.  

- Jesus was the perfect fulfillment of all three Old Testament offices – prophet, priest, and 

king.  

- But all of this happened on God’s time, not man’s time. There were a lot of seasons 

where David waited, anxiously anticipating when God would transition him to the next 

season of his life.  

Main Point: What should we do to grow in our faith in God's timing? 

- This is the difficult thing about time – we don’t know how much time we actually have. 

We know how many hours there are in a day from a technical sense. We know that time 

is fleeting.  

- Seems like when you’re young every year seems to creep by very slowly. When you get a 

little older, the years go by faster than we can imagine. You blink and all of a sudden 

your knees hurt.  

- How do we trust more in God’s timing?  

I. Know God is at work 

a. There’s so much we can glean from with David’s life. The story we’re focusing 

on today is the time period of waiting before he became King of Israel.  

b. The Spirit of the Lord was at work in David’s life. That’s explicit from the 

scripture.  

c. God clearly had a plan here, and this plan was revealed to Samuel as he would 

anoint the next king of Israel.  

d. It didn’t happen overnight.  



e. God works in mysterious ways. David was not the typical pick you would think of 

for king.  

f. When Samuel came looking for Jesse’s sons to see which one God wanted for the 

future role, it’s obvious his family didn’t even think about David being 

considered. He was the baby of the bunch. Ruddy, meaning reddish skin.  

g. While no one else considered him, this was God’s man.  

h. God looks to the heart.  

i. We can know this about how God works – men think God should work in a 

particular fashion, but He often does the opposite.  

j. His ways are counter to the ways of the world. We have to pay close attention and 

be immersed in His word to understand more of what God is doing.  

II. Focus on your character 

a. This leadership transition was a long and difficult one. There is a great reason for 

that. 

b. Around 15 years, there would be a struggle in this leadership transition.  

c. God was teaching David valuable life lessons and practical leadership lessons. 

d. I am so glad God didn’t give me what I wanted when He knew I wasn’t ready for 

it.  

e. In the meantime, there’s a valuable lesson here – focus on your character.  

 

  



f. Spiritual Lessons from Their Relationship 

i. Jealousy Destroys: 

1. Saul’s envy turned love into hate. Warning: Guard your heart 

(Prov 4:23). 

2. This sentiment is worsened when Saul hears of David’s popularity. 

“Saul killed his thousands and David his tens of thousands.” 1 

Samuel 18.  

3. This envy would lead to at least two times where Saul tried to kill 

David with his spear.  

4. Spurgeon - "Saul’s spear missed David, but jealousy pierced Saul’s 

own heart." 

ii. Faith Honors Authority: 

1. David respected “God’s anointed” even when wronged.  

iii. God’s Timing > Revenge: 

1. David waited ~15 years for the throne. Trust: “The battle is the 

Lord’s” (1 Sam 17:47). 

iv. Repentance vs. Pride: 

1. Saul’s half-repentance (1 Sam 15:30) vs. David’s full confession 

(Psalm 51). 

v. God Uses Flawed Relationships: 



1. Their conflict trained David as a warrior-king and psalmist. 

III. Walk in humility and trust 

a. As difficult as a relationship like this was, David remained focused and 

determined to honor the Lord with his actions.  

b. This relationship had a tragic end when in 1 Samuel 28 Saul consults the witch of 

Endor. His suspicion and envy had started to control him to the point of being 

paranoid at the thought of David.  

c. His death was the result of Saul falling on his own sword tragically. As he faced 

defeat at the Battle of Mount Gilboa he committed suicide.  

d. But what was David’s response in this?  

e. In 2 Samuel 1 an Amalekite claims to David that he killed Saul.  

f. David responds by having the man put to death because he killed the Lord’s 

anointed man.  

g. Even with the complicated relationship that existed – David focused on what was 

right.  

h. What will our response be in those difficult seasons?  


